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If thy People go out to Battle againſt 
their Enemy, whitherſoever thou ſhalt 
ſend them, and ſhall pray unto the 
Lord, toward the City which thou 
baſt choſen, and the Houſe that I 
have built for thy Name; 
IT ben hear thou in Heaven their Prayer, 
and their Supplication, and main- 
tain their Cauſe. 


=\ 


HE Wiſdom aud Power of Al- 

mighty God being as illuſtriouſly 

; viſible in the Works of Providence 
as of Creation, every rational Crea- 

ture cannot but be ſenſible of their Depen- 
dence upon him; and that in every Under- 
taking tis requiſite o pray unto the Lord for 
Succeſs, even in Matters of the leaſt Impor- 
tance : But in a national Concern, in an Af- 
fair to which every Heart ſeems well in- 
clined, and every Hand is ready to lend its 
beſt Aſſiſtance, at ſuch a Time to deprecate 
the 
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the Wrath of God, incurr'd by repeated Pro- 
yocations, and to ſue for Fayour, is ſurely 


a Duty of the higheſt Obligation, and ſome- 


what more than neceſſary ; and further, if 
the Aﬀair we are at preſent engaged in, 
be a hazardous one : And what more hazar- 
dous, than bloody, deſtructive War? The 
Reaſonableneſs of calling upon he Lord o 
H, to go forth with our Armies, is ſo 


very manifeſt, that I doubt not but you 


will readily join with me in this Day's De- 
votion, nor ſuffer it by any Indifference to 
dwindle into the vain Pomp of cold Hypo- 
criſy. 


Having firſt therefore paid our due Ac- 
knowledgments to the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of our gracious Sovereign, for ſtirring 


up in us a Senſq of this our Duty, aud by 


his Royal Proclamation requiring the Per- 
formance of it; 1 ſhall proceed to inlarge 


upon the Words of my Text in the follow- 


ing manner: 


8 1//, By ſhewing their original Import; 


and, 


2dly, By adapting them to the prefent 
Occaſion, | 


If 
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If thy People go out to Batth againf} their 
Enemy, XC. | 


Theſe Words are Part of that divine 
Prayer which King So/omon pour'd forth in 
the Fulneſs of Spirit to the Almighty, at 
the ſolemn Dedication of the Temple; the 
whole Tenour whereof is an humble Re- 
queſt to God, that he would forgive him 
his Sins, and the Sins of his People, which 
might otherwiſe reſtrain his gracious Fa- 
vour, and blaſt the glorious Undertaking. 
O Lord my God, ſays he, hear thou from thy 
Drwelling-place, and when thou heareft, for- 
give; forgive the Sin of thy Servant, and of 
thy People Iſrael. But he preſumes not to ask 
Forgiveneſs upon any other Conditions, than 
that being truly ſenſible of their Sins, ( for 
there is no Man that ſinneth not) they ſhould 
forſake them, and return to God with all 
their Flcart, and with all their Soul, ſaying, 
We have ſinned, we have done ferver/ly, we 
have committed Wickedneſs; and when 
God himſelf had been pleaſed to teach them 
the good Way, that they ſhould cbediently 
walk therein, and particularly that they 
ſhould come and pray in the Houſe of God, 
according to divine Appointment, and the 


eſtabliſhed Law of the Land. 
B 2 He 
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He then puts ſeveral Caſes, all indeed 
very pertinent to, but one will ſufficiently 
complete our preſent Deſign ; If thy People 
go out to War againft their Enemy— 


Tis an abſurd and wicked Opinion, that 
the State of Nature is a State of War. God, 


the Author of Nature's ſelf, or of the Uni- 


verſe, undouhtedly deſigned the Good and 
Happineſs of his Creatures in general; for, 
by reaſon of his All-ſufficiency, he could 
have no other Motive in creating. But how 
inconſiſtent muſt it be with ſuch a Deſign, 
if Men were 1o conſtituted by Nature, as to 
fall foul on one another at every Opportu- 
nity, kill, deſtroy, and make what Havock 
Rage or Ambition ſhall incite them to, or 
Tyranny and Uſurpation ſhall give them 
Power to commit? What Security, what 
Eaſe or Comfort would Mankind enjoy in 
ſuch a State? None, ſurely. It is by Peace, 
a State of gentle Peace only, that they can 
attain that Happineſs, with which God 
originally intended to bleſs them, To pro- 
mote this, Reaſon the Judge within, and 
the poſitive Laws of God without, do both 
conſpire : The one tells us, that we ſhould 


not do what we would not be done unto; 


and the other injoin the conſtant Exerciſe 


of 
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of Fuftice, Truth, Charity, and all other 
ſocial Virtues : So that without ſtifling the 
Convictions of the former, or running coun- 
ter to, and violating the latter, the Peace 
of Mankind could never be diſturbed. There 
had never been any occaſion for Battle, if 
the one Party or the other had ndt done a 
poſitive Injury, or refuſed to do common 
Juſtice; both which being evil in the Na- 
ture of Things, and contrary to the expreſs 
Commands of the Supreme God, 'tis manifeſt 
he deſigned that Men ſhould live i in Peace, 
and in Peace honour him. 


But what muſt ſtill give us a more ter- 
üble Idea of War, is, that God has often 
made it the Executioner of his ſevereſi Ven- 
geance, with reſpect to Community; ſoraſ- 
much as it generally ſpreads wider Deſola- 
tion, and does incomparably more Miſchief, 
than any known Inſtrument of his Wrath: 
Wherefore David, we preſume, as brave 
and bold a Warriour as he was, choſe ra- 
ther to ſuffer under the deſtroying Angel, 
than ſubj:& his People to the mercileſs 
Sword of Men, fluſh'd with Rage and Con- 
queſt: Nor was it ill-judged of Phili/cus, 
to warn that formidable Hero Alexander, 
leſt in his deſolating Career he ſhould miſ- 
take bu Way to Fame, and be recorded 

ſor 
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for a Plague or a Peftilence, n of a glo- 
rious Conqueror. 


But notwithſtanding the fre Effects of 
War, and tho' Peace ſeems altogether ne- 
ceſſary to the Welt-being of Mankind ; 
there may be a Time, when Epaminondas 


the Theban's Reply to Meneclides may be 


very juſt and honourable : Jon deceive the 
People, ſays he, with the 2 Sound of that 
Word, War: Inſtead of the Eaſe which you pre- 
tend, Slavery — 4g the Conſequence ; for the 
ſaref Foundations of Peace are laid in I ar : 

And therefore, O Thebans, would you raiſe 
your State above the ref} of Greece, their 
Glory 1s to be gained in Camps, not Schools 
of Exerciſe. And we are here inform'd 
by Sacred Writ, that Gud was pleaſed to 
intereſt himſelf in ſtirring np a certain Peo- 
fle to make War againſt ſeveral Nations, 
and to raiſe up ſeveral Nations againſt that 
People, with various Succeſs on all Sides. 
Now to reconcile theſe Things, we muſt 
conſider the Words that follow, whither- 
foever, or by the Way that thou ſhalt ſend 


them—— 


This is one of the Conditions, upon 
the Obſervance of which, Solomon preſumes 
to pray for Succeſs in Battle, And a very 

neceſſary 


Ea 


neceſſary one it is: For ſeeing War is con- 
trary to the primary Intention of the Su- 
preme Creator and Preſerver of the World, 
for any King or People to engage therein, 
without an expreſs Command from God, or 
ſufficient Grounds from Circumſtances, and 
the Reaſon of Things, which is little leſs, 
muſt needs be diſpleaſing to him; and it 
would be vain. Preſumptiqn to expect, 
downright Impudence' to ask, Succeſs. Let 
us conſider therefore the Cale before us. 


The People here praying, and prayed for, 
are the //raelites; a People than whom. no 
Generation 'of Men had eyer more frequent, 
more ſenſible, more demonſtrative Proofs of 
a ſpecial Providence preſiding over their 
Affairs; the ſame that firſt eſtabliſhed, and 
afterwards protected and ſecured to them, 
the Poſſciſion of their Laws, their Liberties, 
and all other both ſacred and civil Rights. 
All Mankind, indeed, are in ſome Senſe 
God's People; but theſe were peculiarly 
ſo, being ſeparated by the Almighty's Self 
from the reſt of the World ; not merely for 
their own ſakes, as has been lately ſug- 
geſted by a late Writer, ſcarce worth our 
Notice; but in a Subſerviency to the gene- 
ral Good of Mankind, by making them In- 
ſtruments in his Hands, for carrying on 

gradually 
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gradually the wonderful Scheme of his in- 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs in the Re- 
demption of fallen Man. Now among many 
other ſignal Inſtances of Favour, conferr'd 
on this People, God was pleaſed to promiſe 
them Repoſſeſſion of the Land of Canaas, 
it having anciently been their Fathers ; and 
to effe this, he gave them viſible Tokens 


of his Preſence, and expreſs: Commands to 


go out to War, and to deſtroy and extir- 
pate that lawleſs Gang of Rebels and Rob- 


bers (for the Canaanites were no better, let 


who will defend them) that then uſurp'd 
the Land; and accordingly they went out, 
and overcame them, in ſeveral extraordi- 
nary and furpnzing Conqueſts. 


It would take up too much of your Time 
to enumerate the marvellous Feats of Jo- 
ſhua, and the many Trophies obtained from 
the Countries of Moab, Ammon, Philiſtia, 
and other Parts of Canaan, by Othniel, 
Ehud, Shamsar, Deborah, Barak, Gideon, 
Samſon, and Samuel; or under the regal Go- 
vernment, the Victories of Saul and Fons- 
than over the Troops of Ammon, Amalek, 
and the Philiſtines; or the wonderful Pro- 
greſs of the Arms of David againſt the Je- 
buſites, Edomites, Moabites, and Syrians. 
Only this is very obſervable, and what for 
obvious 


94 


obvious Reaſons we cannot at preſent paſs 
by without Remark; vig. That whenever 
any King or People, before Enemies to the 
Iſraelites, had enter'd into any League or 
Friendſhip with them, and did not on their 
Part keep the ſame ſacred and inviolated; 
but preſuming either upon the Strength of 
their own Forces, or the Power and Coun- 
tenance of an Ally, dar'd ſacrifice both Ho- 
nour and Conſcience to ſome favourable 
Opportunity: It is remarkable, I ſay, that 
in ſuch Caſes it was not their numerous 
Armies, nor Ally upon Ally, that could 
ſcreen the Invaders from Vengeance and 
juſt Puniſhment from the Hands of J/rae/; 


for he, whoſe Eyes are too pure to behold 


Iniquity, fought for J/rae/, and conſtantly 
aſſiſted them in chaſtiſing the Baſeneſs of 
ſuch undeſeryed Proyocations. Thus the 
Inhoſpitality of the Ammonites was pu- 
niſhed with a total Overthrowz and the 
treacherous Midianites eſeaped no better; 
but in particular Nahaſh the Ammonite, who 
inſiſted upon nothing leſs than putting out 
the right Eyes of the Men of Jabelh, by way 
of Covenant, was himſelf put to the Sword, 
After him, Hanun; who made ſo free with 
the Meſſengers of King David as to ſhave 
their Beards, and cut off their Garments at 
the Waſte, was forced to fly in a more diſ- 
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honourable Condition before Joab and Eli- 
ſhai, David's Generals, notwithſtanding he 
was mightily ſtrengthened, and in carneſt 
back'd by the great King of Syria Nor 
can I forget the Inſult of Benhadad King of 
Syria, over Ahab King of I/rael : Thy Silver 
and thy Gold, ſays he, is mine, and I will 
fend my Servants. who ſhall ſearch, and take 
away from you whatſoever is pleaſant in thine 
Eyes ; but the haughty Invader was ſoon 
check'd in his Career, and all his proud 
Boaſts were ſunk in that humble Submiſſion 
of, Your Servant Benhadad. I might men- 
tion ſeveral other Inſtances; but theſe, I 
think, are ſufficient to ſhew that God will 
not protect Fraud and Infult, nor let Oppreſ- 
ſion go unpuniſh'd. The Heathens them- 
ſelves were, after their manner, perſuaded 
of this Truth; for when the Corinthians it 
were preſſing their Allies to join with them 0 
againſt the Atheniaus, this they urged as a ſuf- 
ficient Encouragement, that the Oracle adviſed t 
it, and that their Gods would certainly help R 
them againſt ſuch as had violated Treaties, 
and unjuſtly invaded the Property of their hi 
Neighbours: And Ageſilaus, that juſt and Þ x4 
generous Spartan, did not doubt but 7ifa- of 

hernes his Adverfary would neceſſarily ex- 
poſe himſelf, aud his Under takings, by his Per- No 
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jary, and Violation of Treaties, to the juſt In- 
dignation both of the Gods and Men. 


Such a Commiſſion therefore from God 
himſelf as was granted the Vraelites, to go 
out to Battle, in order to do themſelves Ju- 
ſtice, conſecrated, as it were, the War which 
they undertook againſt their faithleſs Ad- 
verſaries; and that intended Sneer of holy 
Butchers, aud divine Conquerors, advanced 
by a certain (werè it only upon this Ac- 
count) im-moral Philoſopher, does by no 
means reflect upon the /raelites, but on the 
Wiſdom and Juſtice of Providence; for the 
Battle was not theirs, but the Lord's. 
Wherefore Solomon goes on in the Words of 
ory Text, Aud they ſhall pray unto the Lord. 


Whenever his People went out to Battle, 
it was not enough, he thought, that their 
Cauſe was good and juſt, nor even that they 
were coinmiſhioned by God himſelf; but 
they muſt likewiſe be ſenſible of this his 
Regard for them, and by Prayers, and fer- 
vent Applications, ſolicit the Continuance of 
his Favour, as they expected Succeſs at his 


Hands: For why? It is the Lord, the Lord 


of Hoſts, the God mighty in Battle, who 
rules theſe terrible Events, and turneth them 
which way ſoever he pleaſes. Come, there- 
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fore ſays Jonathan to his Armour-bearer, 
let us go over to the Gariſon of the Uncir- 
cumciſed; it may be the Lord will work for 
us, for there is no Reſtraint to the Lord, to 


ſave by many or by few. And when the 


fore-mentioned Benbadad was boaſting af 
his numerous Hoſt, King Ahab made this 
judicious Anſwer ; Let not him that girdeth 
en his Harneſs, boaſt himſelf, as he that put- 
teth it off, Nay, ſometimes the [/rae/ites 
were ſo happy in the Protection of the Al- 
mighty, as to be commanded only to ſtand 

ill, and ſee the Salvation wrought for them 
by the Hands of God. 


But that God might beſtow on them theſe 
mighty Bleſſings, they muſt firſt render them- 
ſelves worthy of them, by their ſincere 
Obedience to his Will, by offering up their 
ſolemn Prayers to him, and relying upon 
his Goodnels for Succets. And while they 
thus behaved, they proſpered whi:hertoever 
they went; but were as miterably beaten 
and enflayed by their Enemies, being op— 
preſs'd at times for no leſs than 113 Years, 
under the Kings of Meſopotamia, Canaan, 
Midian, Ammon, and the Phili/tines, when 
they forſook the Lord God of their Fathers, 


and followed after other Gods, the Gods of 


the Fleuthens and bowed themſelves to them. 
| | And 
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And therefore Solomon adds, Toward the City 


which thou haſt choſen, and the Houſe that 


I have built for thy Name—— 


For as without Prayer, notwithſtanding 
the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, they might 
fear a Defeat, as the juſt Puniſhment of 
Self-confidence and Impiety; ſo without 
proper Prayer, or Prayer made in a proper 
Manner, and Place appointed by God him- 
ſelf, to be, as it were, the Centre of Unity 
in religious Worſhip, they had Reaſon to 
expect their Prayers would be rejected as 
mere Formality and Hypocriſy, and them- 
ſelves ſeverely chaſtiſed for their ſchiſmati- 
cal Diſobedience. 

Here then we muſt have another Word 
or two concerning the State of Nature, tho' 
I maſt own, I don't very well know what 
it means; but ſome Folk, as Solomon ſays, 
muſt be anſwer'd in their own way. Now 


we are told, that in Matters of Religion 


Men are ſtill in a State of Nature, without 
any ſovereign Repreſentative to determine for 
them what they ſhall believe or profeſs. The 
Word Repreſentative is entirely out of the 
Caſe here; no Being but the Supreme God 
can primarily determine for, or direct us, 
in what we ſhall believe or profeſs concern- 
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ing him ; but he, as our Creator and Pre- 
ſerver, has an abſolute Right over us, and 
may therefore give us what Laws he thinks 
proper for our preſent Circumſtances, and 
may put the Execution of theſe Laws into 
what Hands he is pleaſed to ordain for that 
Purpoſe ; and theſe indeed may be called his 
Repreſentatives here on Earth, but he himſelf 
can in no-wiſe be called a Repreſentative, 
When therefore, in Conſequence of this 
Right, God has made a Declaration of his 


Will to Mankind, (and there is no Time 


when he had not) and has given them ſuch and 


ſuch Laws, which they are bound to obey, 


on Pain of his Diſpleaſure; tis idle, as well 
as irreligious, to talk of, I know not what 


State of Nature, wherein Men are left to 


their own caprictous Fancies, to chooſe a 
Religion for themſelves, unobligated to any 
particular Belief or Profeſſion whatever ; 
and that ſtale Pretence of being concerned 
for the Honour of God, by thoſe who ſet 
aſide his Power and Authority in theſe Mat- 


ters, 1s mere Mockery, and a Snare for Fools 


only. 


The Queſtion, if rightly put, is very eaſy 
to be determined, being nothing more than 
concerning a poſitive Law, enacted by a 


Being that has a competent and indiſputa- 
ble 
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ble Right to enact it. What can be plainer, 
or more juſt? And we are aſſured from 
Fact, that purſuant hereunto, God, in ſepa- 
rating the fore-mentioned People to him- 
ſelf, gave them Rules and Laws, the beſt 
adapted that could be to the Nature and 
Circumſtances of Things at that Time. 
Hence while all the Word fat in groſs Igno- 
rance, and the thickeſt Darkneſs, the Land 
of Goſhen enjoy'd full Day; and while other 
Nations lay under the vileſt Deluſions, being 
intirely devoted to Polytheiſm and Idolatry, 
I/rael ſaw and worſhipped the true God, 
and were directed, not only to form juſt 
Notions of Proyidence, but had likewiſe 
good Proviſion made for Sobriety, Tempe- 
rance, and other the like moral Duties. 
This latter Privilege, I know, has met with 
ſome Objections, but not ſuch as paſs'd 
without a ſufficient Anſwer. God was like- 
wiſe pleaſed to promiſe them by his Seryant 
Moſes, the more firmly to unite them in re- 
ligious Worſhip, a Place which he would chuſs 
to gut his Name there; and thither were 
they to bring their Offerings and their Sacri= 
fices, their Tithes, and all their choice Vous 
which they vowed unto the Lord. 


And now the Time was come, when $= 
lomon, by divine Appointment, and according 
tO 
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ts the Intention of his Father David, huili 
this Houſe, and conſecrated it to the Lord, 


that the Itraclites might no more ſtraggle 


after the Altars of ſtrange Gods, but fear the 
Lord with one Heart, and in one way, for 
ever, for the Good of themſelves and their 
Children after them. Solomon therefore makes 
this a neceſſary Condition, npon the Ob- 
fervance of which they ſhould found theit 
Hopes of Succeſs in Battle : And the Night 
following, God was pleaſed to confirm it to 
him by way of Viſion, faying, Mine Eyes 
fhall be open, and mine Ears attent unto the 
Prayer that is made in this Houſe. And if 
my People ſhall humble themſelves, and pray, 
and ſeek my Face, and turn from their wicked 
Ways, then will I hear from Heaven, and 
will forgive their Sins, and will heal the 
Land. And this Protmiſe was made good to 
them by many ſignal Deltverances, and ſur- 
prizing Victories; as, the Defeat of the 
Ethiopian Army, by King Ala; of the Edo- 
mites, by Amaziah ; of the Ammonites, by 
Jotham ; and that miraculous Slaughter of 
the QMliaus before the Walls of Jeruſalem: 
All which are ſo many inconteftable Proofs, 
that God fought the Battles of J/raz/, while 
they fulfilled the fore-mentioned Condi- 
tions, and depended upon the Condutt of 


his almighty Proyidence. But on the other 
hand, 
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Hand, when ſoon after the Days of Solomon, 

eroboam his Son, for ſome political Rea- 
tons thought fit to reject the old Law, and 
to ſeparate himfelf and his People from the 
publick Worſhip of God, as performed at 
Feruſalem, ſetting up new Altars, and even 
conſecrating ſtrange Miniſters, in Imitation, 
or rather in Oppoſition to thoſe that were 
eſtabliſhed by Law: For this Sin, fo frequent- 
ly, and not without a particular Emphaſis, 
ſtyled his in Scripture, He and his Poſterity 


were cut off, and deſiroyed from the Face of 


the Earth. And afterwards, when the ra- 
elites (as one Sin 1s generally procreative of 
another worſe than itſelf) fell from Schiſm 
and Party-diviſions to downright Idolatry, 
when they mocked the Meſſengers of God, 
and deſpiſed his Words, and miſuſed his Pro- 
phets, and following after all the Abominas 
tions of the Heathens, polluted the Houſe of 
the Lord, which he had hallowed in Jeruſa- 
lem ; he brought upon them the King of the 
Chaldees, who /lew their young Men with the 
Sword, in the Houſe of their Sanctuary, and had 
no Compaſſion upon the Maiden, or him that 
ſieopeth with Age; and he burnt the Houſe 
of God, and brake down the Wall of Jeruſa- 


lem, and burnt all the Palaces thereof with 


Fire, and deſtroyed all the goodly YVe/fels 
thereof; and thoſe that eſcaped of the Sword, 
i) | 


carried 
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carried he away to Babylon, where they were 
Servants to him and his Sons, until the Reign 


of the Kingdom of Perſia. 


Now theſe Things being written for our 
Examples, I ſhall in the Second Place con- 
ſider, Their Appoſiteneſs to our preſent 
Circumſtances. 


The Fewiſh Conſtitution is allowed by 
all who allow Revelation, to have been a 
Type of the Chriſtian Church; and there- 
fore, not without Reaſon, the extraordinary 
Deliverances and miraculous Succeſs of the 
former have been look'd upon as ſo many 
Patterns and Pledges of the Preſervation and 
Triumphs of the latter: But be that as it 
will, there are ſome Inſtances in which our 
preſent Condition ſo nearly reſembles the 
ancient State of J/rael, that I doubt not, but 
while I was reciting the foregoing Paſſages 
from the Hiſtory of that Nation, your Minds 
were fixed at home. 


We are not, 'tis true, the Children of 
Abraham, but we may do the Works of 
Abraham, and by ſo doing become the 
Children of God: For God is no Reſpecter 
of Perſons, but he that worketh Rig hteouſ= 
neſs, even the Righteouſneſs that is by Faith, 

is 
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s accepted of him. And being further af. 


ſured from the ſacred Writings of the Evan- 


geliſts and Apoſtles, and many confirmin 
Circumſtances, that we are admitted by the 
Goſpel-covenant into the ſame Eſteem and 
Nearneſs with God, as were once the Jes, 
we may ſtill pray in the Words of Solomon, 
If we thy People go out againſt our Enemies 
to Battle — 


But is not War repugnant to the very 
Spirit and Deſign of Chriſtianity ? The ſame 
heavenly Choir, that at the Birth of our Sa- 
viour ſung, Glory to God in the higheſt, pro- 
claimed, Peace on Earth, Good-will towards 


| Men. And is not our Saviour ſtyled the 


Prince of Peace, and all that truly follow 
him, the Children of Peace ? Is it not he 
that hath told us, whoſoever taketh the 
Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sword? And are 
we not commanded by his Apoſtle, Fit 
be poſſible, as much as in us lies, to live 


peaceably with all Men? All this is un- 


doubtedly true, and more, eyen the Duty 
of practiſing that Virtue, unknown and un- 
taught before, by all the ancient Philoſo- 
phers, (Plato, I think, excepted) of hing 
our Enemies. But notwithſtanding all this, 
and the many Evangelical Precepts of 
Meekneſs, Patience, and Long-ſufering, there 
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are certain Seaſons and Exigencies, when 


the rough Habiliments of War are unavoid- 
ably neceſſary, and even more becoming a 
Chriſtian, than the ſoft Robes of Peace; 
when Meekneſs may be overborn, Patience 
inſulted, and Long- ſuffering abuſed beyond 
Meaſure; or the ſame Divine Inſtructor had 
never commanded him that hath no Sword, 
to fell his Garment, and buy one; nor would 
St. Paul ha ve added, if poſſible, and as much 
as in us lies, if there were not ſome Caſes, 


when his Orders might be diſpenſed with. 


'Tis the ſame with War as with Judicial 
Oaths, and penal Laws, which are not the 
leſs neceſſary, becauſe the Goſpel com- 
mands every one to ſpeak the Truth to his 
Neighbour, and to do no Wickedneſs. Chri- 
ſtianity is profeſſedly a State of Peace; but 


while Men are Men, not neceſſitated 1 act 


in ſuch a manner, but are left in the Hands 
of their own Counſel, and will indulge their 
vicious Paſſions, notwithſtanding the moſt 
cogent Precepts and ſeyereſt Threatnings; 
there will, there muſt be Hatred, Variance, 
Emulations, Strife, Wars, &c. But then the 
Goſpel is ſo far from tying down our Hands 
from Seli-defence, or extinguiſhing the 
harmleſs Deſire df Self-preſervation, that 
no Inſtitution in the World PR better 

Means 
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Means to effect it. I need not ſtay to men- 
tion Particulars, becaufe it is what has never 
been denied, but by a Sect of Enthuſiaſts, 
that would not allow the Uſe of the Sword 
upon any Account whateyer, only, as was 
to be ſuſpected, becauſe they had not the 
Power thereof. 


Well then, ſeeing that the Uſe of juſt 
Arms 1s not in the leaſt repugnant to the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion in general, let us conſi- 
der whether thoſe we have now taken up 
are 10, or whether the Way we are going 


we are ſent by the Lord 


We cannot indeed conſult the Almighty, 
nor expect ſuch expreſs Commands, to go 
out to Battle, as the J/7aelites were once 
favoured with ; but the Juſtice and Neceſ- 
ſity of our Cauſe may be ſuch, as to encou- 
rage us to hope, it is what God approves, 
and will give Succeſs to: And further, as 
War is an Appeal to the Sovereign Judge 
of all Cauſes, and particularly of Contro- 
verſies, which Princes will not, or cannot, 
it may be, amicably compole, the great 
Triumphs heretofore obtained over this 
very Enemy, are as manifeſt Indications of 
God's Favour, as we can poſſibly have, now 
Propheſies have ceaſed, and Miracles are no 
more. Not 
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Not that Succeſs is always a ſure Mark 
of Divine Favour : A noble Villain has ere 
now proſpered in great Enterprizes, and 
carried it with an high Hand ! But then it 
was but for a while; and ſome ſudden Over- 
throw, ſome ſtrange Turn, wherein the In- 
terpoſition of the Hand of God was remark- 
ably viſible, has plainly ſhew'd, that the 
Judge of all the Earth doth right. We 
cannot therefore be too well aſſured, that 
we have Juſtice on our Side; for without 
this, it would be in vain to ask the Bleſſing 


of God; or ſhould he favour us with pre- 


ſent Succeſs, we ſhould ſcarce know how 
to thank him, being only reſeryed for the 
Wrath to come. 


But we need go no further to learn the 
Neceſſity and Juſtice of our Cauſe, than his 
Majeſty's Royal Declaration If unjuſt Sei- 
zures and Depredations for ſeveral Tears; 
if the Violation of Treaties contrary to the 
Law of Nations; if the prejudicial obſtrutt- 
ing of lawful Trade and Commerce ; if Cruel- 
ties and Barbarities exercis'd on the Traders 
themſelves ; if the inſulting the Britiſh Colours 
in the moſt ignominions manner; I need go 
no further: If ſuch unjuſt Provocations call 
not aloud for Vengeance; if ſuch horrid 

Inſults 
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Inſults were not to be oppoſed; ſurely zhey 
would ſwallow us up quick, when they are jo 
wrathfully diſpleaſed at use but the Lord, 
we hope, 7s oz our Side, and will fight 
with us againſt that Adverſary, with whom 
no Peace is laſting; no Treaty ſacred and 
ſecure upon any other Foot than the Want 
of Power, or Opportunity to break them, 
And how well this Character may be ap- 
plied to a neighbouring Nation, that hath. 
long fince had a Deſire to make her Children 
Princes in all Lands, Time alone will ſhew ; 
Good-manners forbid at preſent any Re- 
flection upon that Court, however famous 
once for Fineſſe and Fraud; neither is Poli- 
tics our Province: Be it enough for the 
juſtifying our Earneſtneſs, and the encou- 
raging our Hopes, that the Cauſe we are 
embarked in, is common; and the Principle 
we go upon, chriſtian and commendable: 
For what is it but an honeſt Intention to do 
ourſelves Juſtice ; to defend the Honour 
of the Britiſh Flag; to continue in its old 
Channel, what Encroachment and Uſurpa- 
tion would fain deprive us of; to eſtabliſh 
the Security of Trade, upon which depends 
the Wealth and Proſperity of the Nation; 
and if attainable by our Endeavours, to aſ- 
ſure the Quiet and Safety of the Weſtern 
World? In ſhort, a-thirſt and eager as we 

are 


44] 8 
are for War, I believe there are very few 
but what had much rather not had the Ne- 
ceſſity of going out to Battle, than the 
higheſt Honours that we can bring home; 
aud even now would gladly embrace a ſa- 
tisfactory, honourable, and laſting Peace, 
if procurable, without the certain Kxpence, 

and moſt uncertain Conſequences of War. 


But if we muſ# go out to Battle, let us not 
truſt in the Goodneſs of our Cauſe, nor in 
the Strength and Readineſs of our Armies, 
leſt we be puniſhed as David was, for Self- 
confidence and Preſumption, in numbering 
his People. His Son teaches us here a bet- 
ter Leſſon, We muſt pray unto the Lord 


Fleets and Armies are proper Inſtruments 
of Defence, and may ſometimes ſave or 
conquer; but fervent Applications to the 
Lord of Hoſts, the God of Battle, often do 
Wonders. We are never more ſafe, than 
when moſt apprehenſive of Danger ; nor 
ever more likely to ſucceed, than when we 
depend upon the Efficacy of our ſincere and 
humble Prayers. By Prayer we make the 
neareſt Approaches to God we can poſſibly 
do, while we ſojourn here on Farth, and 
lay ourſelves open to all the Influences of 
the Almighty's Favour. And indeed, if the 
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Heathens had ſo juſt a Senſe of this Duty 
as never to enter upon any great Under- 
taking, without conſulting their Gods, and 
imploring their Aſſiſtance, as is particularly 
recorded of Fabius Maximus the Dictator ; 
where is our Chriſtian Privilege? Where 
our boaſted Acquaintance with God, and 
the Knowledge of his Will, if we look not 
up to him as the Sovereign judge of all 
Cauſes, and the Diſpoſer of all Events at 
Home, in the Sea, and in the Field? Who 
does not tremble at the Blaſphemy of Rah- 


ſhekah? or the no leſs abſurd and wicked 


Rant of a late foreign General, Give him but 
the Odds of Ten thouſand Men, und let God 
take which Side he pleas d? Had this Gen- 
tleman known no Hiſtory ; never heard of 
Xerxes's Million of Men; nor in later Times 


the famous Battle at Agincourt, or the in- 


vincible Armada; which Conqueſts equal 
almoſt any thing in the Hraelitiſh Hiſtory; 
he might have learnt from his own Experi- 
ence, that greater Odds may be beaten. 
Hockftet, Ramillies, and Blenheim, are ſignal 
Inftances, that where the Lord of all 
Power upholds our Generals, and the. God 
of all Wiſdom counſels our Counſellors, we 
need fear no Odds, nor ſhall any Nation 
provoke us, unc haſtiſed. 
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We may therefore truſt to Admirals, who 
have already ſcoured the Seas; and we may 
truſt to Generals that know to conquer, 
having ſtill the Honour of ſuch amongſt 
us; we may truſt them ſo far as not to 
doubt but under God they will do all that 
Men can do; but we muſt not truſt 72 
them, ſo, as entirely to depend upon either 
their Courage or Conduct. No, though a 
ſecond Marlborough were to take the Field, 
who no Doubt but in ſo juſt a Cauſe, as 
every Virtue takes its Proportion from the 
Exigencies of Time and Place, would re- 
Joice at the Opportunity of throwing out 
into Practice thoſe Virtues that muſt other- 
wiſe lie concealed, May he ever be as for- 
tunate as the laſt !- | 


Bur we muſt truſt in God alone; and 
when, or where-eyer we go out to Battle, 
we muſt offer up our Prayers to him for 
Succeſs. Tis for this Intent we are here 
aſſembled, viz. To implore a Bleſſing upon 
his Majeſty's Counſels, his Fleets, and Ar- 
mies. But as no Prayer can be acceptable 

- to God, that cometh forth of feigned Lips, 
or from a corrupt Heart, we muſt firſt put 
away thoſe Sins, whatever they be, that we 


are conſcious of to ourſelyes ; (for where 75 
ihe 


1 


the Man that finneth not?) and which we 
know cannot but provoke the Lord, and 
conſequently will reſtrain his wonted Good- 

neſs, and prevent his intended Bleſſing. 
If, like the 1/raelites, we ſtill continue to act 
perverſely, and commit Wickedneſs, what 
Reaſon can we have to expect better Treat- 
ment than they, his own People, ſo fatally 
experienced; who for their Folly and In- 
gratitude became as remarkable Examples 
of God's extraordinary Judgments, as they 
were once the happy Objects of his pecu- 
liar Fayour ? Of ſuch an infectious Nature 
is Sin, that it will poiſon every Benefit 
we might otherwiſe expect to enjoy, and 


turn every Bleſſing into a Curſe : Ualeſs 


therefore by an unaccountable Perverſeneſs 
we contrive to make the Love of God as 
pernicious to us as his Anger, we muſt be 
heartily ſorry for our Miſdoings, and in the 
moſt devout and ſolemn manner pray to 
God to avert thoſe heavy Judgments which 
our manifold Provocations have 1o juſtly 
deſerved, and reſolve upon Amendment 
for the future. — And laftly, that our 
Prayers may be the more efficacious, they 
muſt be offered up in the Houſe of the 
Lord —- 
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In ſeveral Matters of religious Concern, N 
where there is no exprefs Rule given in N 
the New Teſtament, we are certainly re- PI 


ferred to the Analogy of the Old; as in the th 
Caſe of Tithes, Infant-Baptiſm, and the fu 
Alteration of the Sabbath ; ſo likewiſe in WI 
the Caſe before us, the Unity of Worſhip an 
in the Houſe of God; while the Reaſon to 
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; 
| | and Ground of the Commandment does as cel 
| much concern us, as them to whom it was bu 
1 firſt given. The Reaſon, then, that induced We 
| | the Jews to worſhip God toward the Ark cal 
F or Temple, was the Memorial of his the 
5 Name, 7. e. of his ſpecial Preſence. Now the 
| that God hath as eminent a Memorial of of 
| his Name in our Churches, as in the Ark pu 
? or Temple, 1s proved from Chrif s ordain- de 
ing the Euchariſt to be a Memorial of his to 
| Name among . Chriſtians, - when he faith, on. 
[ This is my Body; do this in Remembrance of for 
„ me. The Places therefore properly appro- kn 


priated for the Station of this Memorial [| Sy: 
under the Goſpel, have as great, or greater I Pr: 
Sanctity, than that whereby God's Name || to 
was recorded in the Law. And as God ] ſet 
promiſed to meet the Fews at ſuch Places the 
where he had recorded his Name, and there Pl, 
to bleſs then, we have the ſame Promiſe leg, 
from our Saviour in theſe Words; Where | Na 
co 
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two or three are gathered together in my 
Name, there I will be in the midſt of them. 
Now if CHriſt hath promis'd this in every 
Place where Men are aſſembled in his Name, 
that is, to praiſe and glorify his Name in 
public, how much more in that Place 
where his Name is perpetually recorded, 
and by his own Appointment conſecrated 
to this End? Further, that which is de- 
cent and orderly, is not only conſonant to, 
but likewiſe commanded in Scripture, as 
we are taught by St. Paul. Now if there 
can be no Order or Decency, but where 
there is Conformity and Uniformity, then 
the promiſcuous and indifferent Worſhip 
of God in any Place (I am ſpeaking of 
public Worſhip only) is indecent, diſor- 
derly, and a Confuſion ; and conſequently 
to ſpecify our Worſhip to one Place, and in 
one Manner, is moſt orderly and decent; 
for the Ground of Order is Uniſormity. I 
know the Fews had their Proſeuche and 
Synagogues, where they were wont to make 
Prayer, and read the Law; but then it is 
to be obſerved, that tho' theſe Places were 
ſet apart for Prayer and Divine Duties, yet 
they were no more to be accounted legal 
Places, than bare and ſimple Prayer was a 
legal Duty, which is of a more common 
Nature. Sacrifice, wherein the legal Wor- 


ſhip 
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ſhip (or Worſhip of the old Covenant) con- 
ſiſted, was reſtrained: to the Ark or Tem- 
ple, and not to be exerciſed elſewhere, 
From whence I would inſer (not by way 
of Diſpute, for I intend none, but) by way 
of Analogy, the Neceflity of Uniformity in 
public Worſhip. And I believe, an -uni- 
verſal Agreement in religious Worſhip is 
as much the Deſire of all good Men, as it 
is the Deſign of our excellent Conſtitution, 
by Law eftabliſhed ; foraſmuch as in this 
conſiſts the Beauty of Holineſs, But here, 
alas! we have as much Need to pray to 
God to end our Diviſions at home, as thoſe 


abroad : *Tis by reaſon of theſe that our 


Enemies dare ſtill inſult us, and on nothing 
more found their Hopes of Conqueſt; for 
*tis well known that no Kingdom, not 
even the Devil's, ( whom we may look 
upon as the firſt and great Author of go- 
verning by Parties) if divided againſt it- 
ſelf, can ſtand, Away then with thoſe 
narrow Diſtinctions of Party and Faction, 
ſo ſucceſsfully ſtirred up amongſt us by his 
Machinations : Away with thoſe diſtruſtful 
Murmurings, and unreaſonable Jealouſhes, 
which cannot but create on all Sides Trou- 
ble and Unoaſineſs between thoſe, whoſe 
Intereſts, if well known, and Intentions, if 
REY founded, are generally the ſame. 

But 
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But if this bleſſed State cannot be expected 
till Men ceaſe to deceive, or cannot be de- 
ceived ; till there be an End of all Paſ- 
ſion, and Prejudice, and Partiality, and God 
knows when that will be; let us of the 
eſtabliſhed Church in the mean time do all 
we can, by the moſt gentle and pious Me- 
thods, to induce our Opponents 2 go ta- 
gether to the Flouſe of God, and with one 
Heart and one Mouth glorify him in the 
great Congregation. 


Let us aſſure them, which we may do 
moſt conſcientiouſly, that they are hereto 
invited by the beſt and pureſt of Churches 
in the World; a Church which we have 
Reaſon to believe was begun here in the 
Apoſtolic Age; and whatever new Doc- 
trines, Whatever new Sacraments, what- 
ever Innovations Rome would haye intro- 
duced, and did in the Night of Error and 
Ignorance, they are now, by the Blefling 
of God, quite aboliſh'd; never, we hope, 
to riſe again in theſe Lands. Let us aſſure 
them, that ſhe holds every Article that is 
ſtrictly neceſſary, and no more than what 
is ſo: That her Doctrines are juſt, rational, 
and pure; that her Worſhip, if rightly ex- 
amined, is by no means pompous or theatri- 
cal, but truly plain, and grave, and ſo- 
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lemn: And ſurely none can find Fault with 
her Government, ſo regular is it and tem- 
perate, but the Profane and Debauchee, 
whom it juſtly condemns : To which we 
may add the continued Series of Bleſſings 
which God has been pleaſed to confer on 
this Church, by the Interpoſition of his 
Providence fo frequently and ſignally in 
its Behalf. We need not go fo far back 
as Conſiantine's Triumph over the Tyrant 
Licinius, but of later Times conſider the 
Reformation, and be thankful for the won- 
derful Providences that then awakened this 
Nation to the Light and Truth of the 
Goſpel, after ſo long a Sleep in Darkneſs 
and Error. Twas the ſame Hand that 
brought about the Reſtoration of the Royal 
Family, after an unnatural and total Sub- 
verſion of the Government, both in Church 
and State: And when a Prince of the ſame 
Family attempted once more to overturn 
it, by ſubjeQing us again to Rome, he hap- 
pily failed in the dangerous Experiment, 
and by the Direction of Providence only 
made way for the glorious Revolution, 
and the Coming of that Prince, who ſtands 
recorded for ever, as the Reſtorer of our 
Religion and Liberty ; and whoſe Loſs had 
been irreparable, had not the ſame Provi- 
dence raiſed us up à Princeſs, in all re- 

ſpects 
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ſpects a Nurſing-mother to her Church 
* to have forgot in this Monument of 
her Munificence, would have been the 
blackeſt Ingratitude); or had he not laid 
the Foundation for the Settlement of that 
Family on the Throne, Which we now en- 
joy, and which ſeem deſigned by Heaven 


to perfect and confirm to us all our former 
Bleſſings. | 


Secing then we have received ſo great Fa- 
yours from the Hand of God, what remains, 
but that by ſuch a ſerious Repentance for 
our paſt Sins, as may incite us to walk wor- 
thy of our Vocation, we put ourſelves in a 
way of deſerving the Continuance of them? 
and ſeeing our Caſe ſo nearly reſembles 
that of the //rae/ites, and our Duty the 
very ſame, but that we be ſincere and carneft 
in the Diſcharge of it? Were we but as 
unanimous as Religion and Policy adviſe, 
or Gratitude and Ingenuity, under ſuch in- 


eſtimable Benefits, ought to engage us, we 


ſhonld quickly drop all Party Quarrels, and 
at the Requeſt of our Gracious Sovereign 
lay down our Differences at his Feet, ſub- 
mitting to his Laws, and juſt Adminiſtra- 
tion: And while his Deſires and Deſigns are 
employed in promoting Piety and Virtue 

in ſecuring our Trade abroad, and encou- 
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raging it at home; tis our Part to ſecond 
them by Unity and Love to each other; 
carrying always an honeſt Regard. to that 
public Good, which we-would be thought 
to perſue And this, with Innocence and 
untainted Integrity, ſhall fight for us againſf 
the Enemy, better than a mighty Shield, or a 
Hrong Spear : For the Arms of the if icbed 
ſhall be broken, but the Lord upholdeth the 
Righteous. But, oh! that we may not want 
theſe great Bleſſings, till the Lord can give 
them to our Worthineſs, let us humbly ap- 
ply ourſelyes to his boundleſs Mercy, that 

e would ſtill be more concerned to pre- 
ſerye the Profeſſion of his true Religion 
among us, than to puniſh that Remiſlneſs 
by which we caſt ſuch a Blemiſh on it: 
'That he ſtill may ſhower down the choiceſt 
of his Bleſſings upon our Gracious Sove- 
. reign ; protect his Perſon and Family, pre- 
fide in his Councils, and go forth with his 
Armies; that under him, and for his Iſſue, 
all Things being ordered and ſettled upon the 
beſt and ſureſi "an" Peace and Hap- 


pineſs, Truth and Fuſtice, Religion and 
Piety, may be eſtabliſhed among us throughout 


all Generations. 
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